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GERMANY'S  FOOD  CRISIS  GOES  ON 

Emerson  Brooks,  USDA  crop  statistician,  spent  the  first  half  of 
this  year  in  Frankfort,  Germany,  as  a  member  of  a  group  studying  agri- 
cultural conditions.    He  thinks  Germany's  food  crisis  may  last  2  years. 
See  enclosure. 

A  NEW  DEAL  FOR  FSA 

As  this  edition  of  RFD  leaves  the- typewriter ,  USDA  officials  are 
waiting  for  word  from  the  White  House  that  may  come  any  minute  that  the 
President  has  signed  the  Cooley  Farm  Credit  Bill.     Chief  interest  is 
in  its  effect  on  the  Farm  Security  Administration.     (1)  Makes  the  functions 
of  FSA  permanent  in  USDA — after  10  years.     (2)  There's  a  new  name-- 
"Farmers  Home  Administration."  '  No  more  "FSA."  -  . (3)     In  addition  to  FSA 
functions,  new  agency  will  handle  the  emergency  crop  production  feed  and 
seed  loans  formerly  under  Farm  Credit.    Secretary  Anderson  has  90  days 
to  make  the  changes. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

You  may  have  seen  something  in  the  papers  this  week  about  ending  relief 
shipments  of  fats  and  oils — and  wondered  about  the  effect  on  local  fat- 
salvage  campaigns.    Here's  a  little  background.    Relief  shipments  of  fats 
and  oils  are  scheduled  to  stop  at  the  end  of  1946.     The  reason  is  "fat-and- 
oil  shortages  here  at  home.    We  are  way  behind  on  reconversion  needs,  and 
future  prospects  for  oil  crops  and  lard  and  'other  animal  fats  are  not 
promising — production  is  sure  to  drop.     So,  the  ending  of  relief  exports 
shouldn't  cause  a  decline. in  local  fat-salvage  efforts.    For  the  next  12 
months,  domestic  needs  are  expected  to  run  short  about  600,000,000  pounds. 
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PRICE  REPORT  HIGHLIGHTS 


This  week,  BAE  issued  its  monthly  report  on  "Agri cultural  Prices." 

It  shows  price  trends  on  things  farmers  sell  and  buy  including  in  the 

2  weeks  after  the  lapse  of  the  old  price  control. 


During  the  month  ended  July  15: 

Increase 
During 
■  Month 

Prices  Farmers  Receive      26  points 

Prices  Farmers  Receive      34  points 
for  Livestock  &  Pro- 
ducts 

Prices  Farmers  Receive      17  points 

for  Crops 
Rural  Retail  Prices  of      13  points 

Products  Farmers  Buy 


Percentage    Comparison  With  Previous 

of  1909-14  High 

Average 

244%   9  points  above  any  previous 

month  in  37  years 
247%   27  points  above  previous 

record  high  Dec.  15,  1918 

240%   47  points  below  previous 

high  of  June  1920 
209%   .New  high  for  37  years  of 

record 


Bae  reports  it  was  difficult  to  get  representative  average  prices  on 
July  15... largely  because  some  buyers  were  unwilling  to  pay  higher  prices 
for  fear  price  controls  might  be  restored  before  they  could  sell. 

Among  the  meat  animals ,  prices  of  cattle,  calves,  and  lambs  were 
highest  on  record. . .hogs  highest  since  August  1919.    Prices  of  3  dairy 
products  (butterfat,  farm  butter,  farmer-retailed  milk)  highest  on  record, 
but  part  of  increase  due  to  removal  of  subsidies.     Cotton  on  10  spot  markets 
was  35.15c'  (for  middling  15/16" )... a  23-year  high.     Feed  grains  at  all-time 
record  of  280%  of  1909-14  average .. .with  corn  increasing  54$  to  $1.95.  Food 
grains  stood  215%  of  1909-14  average. . .but  still  77  points  below  previous 
high  in  June  1920.     Chicken  and  turkey  prices  increased  contrary  to  usual 
seasonal  trend,  and  eggs  showed  about  seasonal  increase.    Truck  crops  showed 
usual  seasonal  decline ,. .with  current  index  of  163  or  22  points  below  month 
earlier.,  -  ,81  points  below  year  ago. 


BAE  SITUATION  REPORT  BRIEFS 


Demand  and.  Price  Situation  (July) 

Industrial  Output  Recovered  rapidly  since  settlement  in  May  of  major  labor 

disputes, . .reaching  new  post-war  high  of  170  in  June  on  Federal  Reserve 
Board  Index  (1935-39  =    100) .. .compared  with  220  in  June  '45,  of  which  war 
production  more  than  half. 

Employment ,  Wage  Rates  at  All -Time  High  with  income  payments  to  individuals 

during  May  at  annual  rate  of  $161  billion. .  .compared  with  $162  billion  in 
May  '45. 

( continued) 
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(BAE  Situation  Report  Briefs  Cont . ) 

Value  and  Volume  of  Exports  of  Farm  Products  for  first  quarter  of  '46 

highest  in  25  years... and  4  tines  first-quarter  average  values  for  ?35-39. 
Wheat  and  flour  exports  17  times  higher  than  ' 35-39 . . .with  UNERA  shipments 
about  a  third  of  the  total.    Among  other  commodities,  commercial  exports 
ranged  from  100%  of  total  for  tobacco... to  as  little  as  7%  for "dried  eggs, 
and  9%  for  meat  products.    British  loan  of  §3,750,000,000  should  strengthen 
foreign  demand  for  U.S.  farm  products. 

Wholesale  Prices  Up  5$  from  January  to  June  and  7%  first  2  weeks  of  July. , . 

with  foods  up  16%  and  farm  products  10%.    Bureau  Labor  Statistics  daily 
index  of  spot  market  prices  of  basic  domestic  farm  commodities  up  21%  from 
end  of  June  to  July  19.    Prices  of  non-farm  products  did  not  advance  as 
much  as  farm  products  in  early  July. ..but  substantial  increases  in  prices 
of  non-farm  products  in  prospect.     (Released  7/31/46) 

Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  (July) 

15  pages  devoted  to  "Reduction  of  Loss  and  Damage  in  Rail  Transportation 
of  Fresh  Fruits  and  Vegetables  by  Improved  Loading  Methods": 

Much  of  the  damage  can  be  prevented  by  proper  preparation  of  load  prior 
to  shipment.    The  few  more  efficient  methods  that  require  greater  initial 
expense  usually  prove  profitable  to  shipper.     Important  technical  advance- 
ments in  rail  transportation  of  perishables  such  as  modernized  refrigerator 

cars,  faster  freight  schedule  s,  etc .  expected  in  near  future.    But  even 

greater  reduction  in  losses  possible  through  improved  methods  of  loading, 
bracing  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  shipments.   (Released  7/29/45) 

Feed  Situation  (July) 

Following  lapse  of  price  controls  July  1,  corn  advanced  nearly  50%... 
oats  15-20%. . .barley  15-25%.     Corn  futures  advanced  sharply,  but  by  third 
week  of  July. had  dropped  to  about  June  levels... and  cash  prices  for  oats  had 
dropped  below  old  ceilings.    Prices  of  several  important  by-product  feeds 
advanced  40-50%. 

July  indicated  supply  of  feed  grain  for  f46-47  including  carry-over 

of  old-crop  grain  plus  new  production  would  be  largest  on  record. . .both 

in  total  tonnage  and  on  basis  of  animals  to  be  fed.  Partly  offsetting  larger 
domestic  supply  of  feed  are  expected  reductions  in  wheat  for  feed,  and  in  by- 
product feeds.     Output  of  high- protein  feeds  may  bo  about  5%  less  than  in  '45-46 

Total  supply  of  feed  concentrates  for  f46-47  (including  feed  grains, 
by-product  feeds,  wheat  and  rye  for  feed)  on  basis  of  July  indications  would 
be  nearly  2%  larger  than  '45-46.     Supply  per  animal  unit  would  be  7-8%  larger 
than  year  earlier. 

Numbers  of  livestock  on  farms  indicated  to  be  decreasing. . .and  by 
January  1  may  be  about  5%  fewer  grain-consuming  animal  units  on  farms  than 
at  beginning  of  '46. 
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AGR I CULTURAL  RESEARCH 
The  Latest  on  DDT 


DDT  is  still  a  very  new  story — especially  so  far  as  food  and  feed  crops 
go.    Entomologists  are  going  slow  on  recommendations  until  they  know  more  about 
how  DDT  reacts  on  plants  in  different  formulations  under  different  climate 
conditions.    But,  here  is  a' thumbnail  sketch  of  DDT' as  of  the  moment: 

Household  and  Livestock  Insects.     DDT  is  the  best  insecticide  found  so  far  for 
such  insects  as  houseflies,  stableflies,  mosquitoes,  fleas,  roaches,  bedbugs, 
lice  and  brown  dog  ticks.    Use  of  10$  DDT  in  dust  from. ..5$  in  kerosene  or 
fuel  oil... 2j0>  dispersible  powders  in  water.    NEVER  use  oil  solutions  on  animals. 
Where  folks  report  failure  of  DDT  to  control  insects  such  as  houseflies  over 
long  period,  trouble  may  be;     (a)  Too  low  percentage  of  DDT;  should  be  at 
least  5$  for  houseflies,   (b)  shooting  spray  in  air  without  covering  walls. 
Solutions  sprayed  into  the  air  may  kill  insects  present  at  the  time  of  spray- 
ing but  have  no  lasting  effect. 

Vegetable  and  Truck  Crops.     For  cabbage  caterpillar,  use  3$  dust... but  don't 
use  within  30  days  of  marketing  cabbage.    For  Lygus  bugs  on  sugar  beets  grown 
for  seed. . .use  5$  DDT  at  full-bloom  stage. ..but  don't  feed  crop  residue  to' 
livestock.     In  Maine  and  Washington,  DDT  reported  effective  on  potato  insects 
including  leafhopper,  Colorado  potato  beetle,  flea  beetle,  4  types  of  aphids... 
but  final  recommendations  as  to  proper  formulations  to  meet  all  conditions 
have  not  been  made. 

Cereal  and  Forage  Insects.    Use  3  percent  dust  for  stored  seed  insects .. .but 
net  for  grain  to  be  used  for  food.     Spray  walls  of  grain  bins,  etc  with 
solution,  emulsion  or  suspension  containing  1  to  5$  of  DDT... but  avoid  con- 
taminating grain  or  food  products..    Important;    Get  and  follow  carefully 
recommendations  and  precautions  on  use  of  DDT  dust  and  spray. 

Cotton  Insects.     For  cotton  flea  hopper  and  other  sucking  insects,  except 
aphids  or  plant  lice  and  for  'bollworm,  use  5$  DDT  dust  in  mixtures  and  at 
rates  recommended. 

Fruit  Insects.     In  spite  of  extensive  investigations,  DDT  not  yet  recommended 
for  fruits. 

Forest  and  Shade  Tree  Insects.    Spray  defoliating  insects  .such  as  gypsy  moth 
elm  leaf  beetle,  catalpa  caterpillar,  locust  leaf  miner,  boxwood  leaf  miner 
cankerworm,  sawflies,  evergreen  bagworm,  tent  caterpillar,  etc.  Get 
recommendations. 

Some  Problems 

With  DDT,  as  with  any  insecticide,  the  effect  on  the  insect  is  only  half 
the  problem.    DDT  can  be  poisonous.     So  can  other  insecticides  such  as 
arsenicals.    But  until  they  know  more  about  all  the  effects  on  plants  under 
different  conditions,  entomologists  are  going  slow  on  recommendations.  DDT 
kills  some  useful  insect s. . .allows  other  pests  (such  as  red  spiders  and  mites) 
to  increase. 


( Continued) 
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(Agricultural  Research  Cont.) 

The  Suture  of  DDT 

In  reasonable  doses,  DDT  is  more  effective  against  a  larger  number  of 
insects  than  any  other  insect  icicle  which  has  come  along  so  far.    It  is  better 
than  arsenicals,  rotenone,  or  pyre thrum  for  some  purposes  but  not  as  good  as 
some  of  these  for  others.     It  does  not  control  some  important  insects  such 
.  as  boll  weevil,  the  Mexican  bean  beetle,  plum  curculio.    Entomologists  don't 
yet  know  just  how  and  where  it  will  fit  into  the  insecticide  picture. 

Meanwhile  the  scientists  continue  their  search  for  better  insecticides  for 
various  insects.    They  test  hundreds  of  materials.    From  time  -to  time,  they 
run  on  to  one  like  DDT... or  benzene  hexachloride  now  under  tests 
which  seems  to  outshine  DDT  in  some  ways  for  cotton  insects... or  sabadilla 
which  shows  promise  against  some,  especially  the  sucking  insects. 


FAQ'S  FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  new  International  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  or  better- 
known  as  FAO  released  today  its  first  annual  report c covering  its  first 

8g months  of  existence. 

The  activities  underway  on  July  1  included  preparation  cf  a  long-range 
world  food  report,  based  on  information  from  70  countries;  this  is  the  most 
comprehensive  report  ever  undertaken.     It  is  to  be  ready  for  the  September  2 
conference  in  Copenhagen.     Simile.r  long-range  studies  are  underway  on 
forestry  and  fisheries. 

FAO  has  several  studies  underway,  including  one  looking  toward  FAO's 
serving  as  an  international  clearing  house  for  plant  breeding.    Others  include 
a  world-xvide  survey  of  the  -fertilizer  situation. .  .an  investigation  of  pro- 
blems of  fiber  crops,  where  the  first  unmarketable  surpluses  are  likely  to 
occur. 

The  mission  requested  by  Greece  to  make  a  broad  study  of  agriculture 
and  fisheries  there,  and  to  recommend  long-term  developments,  is  well  along 
with  its  study.    This  type  of  project  is  expected  tc  be  important  among  FAO 
services  to  member  nations. 

«  *  *  •• 

In  its  early  months,  FAO  got  much  cf  its  work  done  by  borrowing  personnel. 
But  it  has  appointed  directors  of  5  major  divisions: 

Economics  and  Marketing- — H.  R.  Tolley,  formerly  chief  of  BAE,  USDA 
Forestry  and  Forest  Products  Marcel  Leloup,  formerly  chief  of 

Department  of  T.'Jaters  and  Forest  of  Franco 

Fisheries  D.'  *B.  Finn,  formerly  Deputy  Minister  of  Fisheries,  Canada 

Nutrition  W.  R.  Aykroyd,  formerly  Director  of  Nutrition  Research, 

Coonoor ,  India.  ,  ' 

Information  G-ove  Hambidge,  formerly  Coordinator  of  Research  Publicat ions , 

USDA. 

Plans  are  underway  to  set  up  3  other  divisions:    Agricultural  Production, 
Research,  and  Rural  Welfare. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

And,  Boys,  this  really  is  among  ourselves — it  narrows  down  to  just 
three  .items.    You'll  find  out  why  in  the  last  one. 

Gapen— Our  new  Radio  Service  Chief,  Ken  Gapen,  left  this  week  for 
San  Francisco  to  get  his  family  and  wind  up  affairs  on  the  West  Coast. 
He'll  be  back  in  Washington  around  the  first  of  September — maybe  a  little 
before. 

Drips — Our  ailing  friend,  William  E.   (Bill)  Drips,  had  a  nice  little 
tonic  from  his  sponsor  last  week.     Allis  Chalmers  ordered  the  entire  network 
of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  for  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 
Previously,  the  line-up  was  about  44  stations. 

Reynolds — I'm  taking  off  now  Wednesday,   (July  51)  for  Jackson's  Mill, 
West  Virginia,  to  handle  a  pick-up  for  The  American  Farmer  Saturday.  That's 
why  "Among  Ourselves"  narrows  down  to  three  items  this  week.     In  fact,  it's 
narrowed  down  the  entire  Letter  some.    Which  may  be  good.    The  nearest  thing 
to  criticism  of  the  Letter  I've  heard  recently  is  "sometimes  it  gets  a  little 
long."    Well.  .   .  here's  a  shorter  edition.    How  do  you  like  it? 


USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

USDA  Announces  August  Bread  Grains  Export  Allocations  of  1,001, 000  Tons  

including  581,000  tons  of  wheat,  377,500  of  flour  (wheat  equivalent),  and 
42,500  of  oats.    Largest  allotments  to  U.K.  (to  replace  U.K.  grains  diverted 
to  famine  countries)  and  U.K.  zone  in  Germany.    UNRRA  next.    All  flour  for 
export  during  August  will  be  procured  through  commercial  channels,  except 
flour  for  UNRRA  and  military.  (7/29/46) 

Growers  Required  to  Sell  Their  Wheat  Under  WFO  144  Between  May  23  '46  

and  July  1,    '46  get  opportunity  to  receive  certificate  from  CCC. . .to  choose 
subsequent  date  to  determine  sales  price  of  such  wheat.  (7/29/46) 

Grain  Dealers  No  Longer  Required  to  Offer  "Excess  Wheat"  to  CCC  

after  July  31.   ( 7/30/46 ) 

USDA  Announces  1946  Cotton  Loan  Program  with  average  loan  rate  for  7/8" 

Middling  (gross  weight)  of  22.8*3^  a  pound. .  .which  is  92-g$  of  parity  price  of 
cotton  as  of  August  1,   '46.  (7/31/46) 

USDA  Announces  Peanut  Purchase  and  Loan  Program  for  T46  Crop  at  90$  of 

parity  as  of  July  15  for  farmers'  stock  peanuts.  (7/30/46) 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  for  Week  Ended  July  27  

totaled  384  million  pounds. . .or  2$  below  preceding  week... and  41$  above 
corresponding  week  last  year.  (7/30/46) 

677,166,000  Young  Chickens  Raised  on  Farms  in  [46--- smallest  number  since  f40 
...18$  less  than  '45. ....and  5$  less  than  '35-44>  average .  .  Decreases  from  last 
year  occurred  in  all  States. . .ranged  from  5$  in  Montana  to  35$  in  Connecticut. 
Largest  percentage  decreases  in  North  Atlantic  States ...  smallest  in  South 
Atlantic.  (7/26/46) 

(Continued) 
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(USDA  Press  Briefs  Cont . ) 

21  Chinese  Students  Leave  Washington  After  11  Months  Study  in  U.S.  to 

become  China's  first  group  of  provincial  extension  agents  trained  in  U.S.... 
"Jill  spend  2  or  more  weeks  in  Selected  States  enroute  to  West  Coast,  making 
total  of  40  States  in  which  have  studied.  (7/31/46) 

Animal  Quarant ine  Station  off  Coast  of  Honduras  Authorized  to  facilitate 

importation  of  disease-free  livestock  into  U.S.  for  breeding  and  to  protect 
country's  livestock  from  foreign  animal  diseases.  (7/26/46) 

Jar dine ,  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  Head,  Retires — and  Dr.  R.  W. 
Trullinger  succeeds.    He's  a  native  of  Iowa  and  graduate  of  Iowa  State. 
(7/31/46) 

USDA  Extends  Dried  Egg  Purchase — an  additional  10  million  lbs.  largely  for 
export  to  Britain.  (7/31/45) 

1946  Cotton  Loan  Program — Average  loan  rate  for  7/8-inch  middling  22.83 
cents  a  pound.     Last  year  it  was  19.84.  (s/l/46) 

Livestock  Market  Week  Ending  July  27  Reduced  receipts  and  sharp  price 

recovery  for  cattle  and  hogs.  (8/1/46) 

Dairy  Markets  Review  July  prices  moved  upward,  roughly  speaking,  about 

enough  to  cover  previous  subsidies.  (8/1/46) 

Fur-farming  Work  Transferred  Frog  Interior  to  USDA  and  the  Bureau  of 

Animal  Industry.    BAI  to  advise  on  breeding,  nutrition,  management,  disease 
and  parasite  control.  (8/1/46) 

New  Rules  For  Dairy  Set-Asides  covering  cheese,  nonfat  dry  milk,  and 

butter.    August  set-asides  of  cheddar  cheese  and  dry  milk  cancelled.  (8/1/46) 

Commodity  Credit  7/rites  Senator  0  'Mahoney  Letter  On  Duty-free  Sugar  

"It  is  our  desire  to  terminate  duty-free  entry  of  Cuban  sugar  as  soon  as 
possible"  so  sugar  can  be  imported  and  handled  according  to  normal  practices. 
( 8/1/46 ) 

Salted  Fish  Import  Quotas  Set  1946  pack  of  salted  cod,  etc.,  from  Canada, 

Norway,  and  Newfoundland.  (8/2/46) 
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Enclosure:     "Germany's  Food  Crisis  Goes  on." 
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PRICE  DECONTROL  PLANS 

price  decontrol  is  to  make  its  recommendations  to  the 
with  no  statements  to  press  or  otherwise  as  to  what 

By  way  of  reminder,  the  Decontrol  Board  starts  Monday  (August  12) 
holding  hearings  on  commodities  removed  from  price  control  by  Congress  as 
follows:    Monday,  grains;  Tuesday,  livestock;  Wednesday,  soybeans  and  cotton- 
seed; and  Thursday,  dairy  products.     The  hearings  start  each  morning  at  9;30 
in  the  Senate  office  building.     Other  commodities  subject  to  Decontrol  Board 
Action  (for  which  hearings  not  yet  set)  include  poultry,  eggs,  and  tobacco. 

About  40%  of  all  foods  are  back  under  controls.     On  September  1  and 

the  first  of  each  month  after  that  USDA  will  make  up  for  OPA  a  list  of  all 

foods  in  short  supply.    -Ceilings  will  stay  on  these  and  come  off  all  others. 

FOULTRY  GOALS  COMING  UP 

Next  week,  USDA  will  likely  announce  '47 -poultry  goals  with 

indications  of  desired  numbers  of  hens  and  pullets. -on  farms  January  1. 

The  goal  is  expected  to  be  for  somewhat  fewer  birds  than  on  farms 
January  1,  '46. 


USDA's  policy  on 

new  Decontrol  Board  

it  recommended. 


U.S.  STUDIES  FAO'S  FOOD  PROPOSALS 


As  we  go  to  press,  the  U.S.  Government  is  studying  Sir  John  Orr's 
proposed  long-range  world  food  policy  to  be  presented  to  the  FAO  Copenhagen 
conference.    Pending  formulation  of  official  ottitude  toward  the  proposal, 
we're  enclosing  for  your  information  a  copy  of  FAO's  release  of  this  week 
(August  8).     You  should  find  this  useful  background  in  connection  with 
discussion  prior  to,  and  during,  the  conference. 

FAO— -AMD  A  BETTER-FED  WORLD 

The  basis  for  much  of  the  proposals  and  discussion  of  international 
food  machinery  at  the  FAO  Copenhagen  conference  will  be  FAO' s  World  Food 
Survey  released  this  week  (August  7). 

You  will  note  from  the  enclosure  that  the  survey  reports  that  about 
half  of  the  world's  population  was  seriously  undernourished  before  the  war., 
about  one-sixth  wrs;  eating  at  a  marginal  level.. .and  less  than  a  third 
enjoying  high-calorie  diet-s.  ■ 

For  countries  low  on  ca-lories  before  the  war,  the  goal  is  for  more 
cereals.     Also,  of  course,  more  .fats,  peas  and  beans,  fruits  and  vegetables, 
milk,  and  meat',  fish,  and  -eggs*  .  Although  international  trade  in  food  will 
be  increasingly  important,  the  report  suggests  that  the  most  of  the  extra 
food  to  meet  goals  in  low-calorie  countries  will  have  to  be  produced  locally 

See  p.  8  of  enclosure  for  recommended  increases  in  production. 

FLAFNAGAN-HOPE  BILL  HIGHLIGHTS  • 

,  At  press  time,  the  President  has  on  his  desk  the  Flannagan-Hope  bill 
providing  for  a  broad  program  of  agricultural  and  marketing  research. 

.,  .,   The  measure  provides  for  3-  separate  research  programs:  (l)  Agricultural 
production,  (2)  utilization  of  farm  products,  .and  (3)  marketing  and  trans- 
portation of  farm  products.     The  authors  of  the  legislation  say  that  it  is 
designed  to  give  agriculture  parity  with  industry  in  research. 

Basic  agricultural  research  now  carried  on  under  various  Congressional 
grants  would  be  greatly  expanded  under  the  bill.     The  research  permitted 
would  include  better  production  methods,  problems  of  human  rrssfcrition,  search 
for  new  and  useful  crops,  expanded  uses  for  farm  products,  etc.    A  major 
share  of  the  expanded  research  work  will  be  done  by  State  agricultural 
experiment  stations.. .The  bill  also  provides  for  research  in  marketing, 
transportation,  and    distribution  of  agricultural  commodities  to  reduce  the 
spread  .between  farm  prices  and  costs  to  consumers. 


FOREIGN  VISITORS'  ITINERARIES 


Here  are  the  itineraries  of  several  foreign  visitors  of  possible 


interest  for  use  in 

shows  by 

s  ome 

of  you  along 

their  travel  routes: 

Mr.  Hanna  Khouri 

Mich.' 

Aug. 

12-24 

From  Transj ordan.  Interested  in 

N.J 

Ana*  * 

26-? 

VKT.   Vn-Ao-  Snhnols 

N.Y. 

Sept. 

1  for  year 

Mr.  Amin  Nazif 

Utah 

Aug. 

14-Sept.  22 

Director  Agriculture,  Syria 

Iowa 

Sept . 

24 -Nov.  4 

Fr.  Eduardo  Marfan 

Ind. 

Aug. 

19-Jsn.  3 

Provincial  agrl.  agent  in  Chile. 

Mr.  George  Rams-ay 

Minn. 

Provincial  agrl.  agent  in  Chile_.  

Miss  Hortensia  Luna 

Ala. 

Aug. 

26-Sept.  22 

In  editorial  work  in  Ministry 

of  Agrl.  in  Peru.  Interested 
in  home  dem. "and  editorial 
work . 


Check  with  State  extensions  for  schedules  of  these  people  within  the 

States  indicated  and  for  latest  report  on  ability  to  speak  English.  Some 

speak  English  well.     Others  learning. 

P.S. 

For  your  information,  of  the  21  Chinese  students  whose  itineraries 
we  publicized  back  in  the  spring,  11  were  used  on  the  r^dio  through  the  country. 
Most  of  the  11  used  in  two  or  three  States.    We'll  be -giving  you  quite  a 
bit  of  information  about  foreign  visitors  in  the  future.    We'd  appreciate 
any  suggestions  you  may  have  on  how  we  can  be  most  helpful  to  you  in  this 
matter.  ' 

FREIGHT  RATE  HEARINGS  FINALE 

ICC  is  now  winding  up  its  regional  herrings  on  the  railroads'  plea 
.for  an  increase  in  freight  rates. 

A  rebuttal  session  is  scheduled  here  in  Washington  for  September  4  

with  oral  arguments  before  the  entire  commission  September  9. 

PEACH,  POTATO,  ONION  HEWS   

This  is. how  it  is  with  three  plentiful  crops:     Potato  support  purchases 
have  passed  24  million  bushels .. .with  most  potatoes  going  to  distillers. 
During  past  week,  USDA  started  purchases'  program  for  potatoes  in  temporary 
field  storage  for  want  of  ready  outlets.     Contracts  for  5  million  pounds  of 
dehydrated  potatoes,  for.  Navy  "awarded  Idaho  bidders .  ...Elbert  a.  peaphesywi.ll 
continue  plentiful  t'o  ab'oUt  Seprtember  10.     Unless  overlap  in  Michigan  and  . 
Illinois  crops,  late'  p'ea'ch'es  should  move  readily. . .  Onion  marketing  difficulties 
continue.     Purchase  authorizations  set  up  for  N.Y.,  Mass.,  and  Wash.,  in 
addition  to  those  in  effect,  but  Wash,  authorization  not  likely  to  be  needed. 
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WHEAT  INSURANCE  SIC-N-UP  DEADLINE 

Winter  wheat  crop  insurance  sign-up  is  now  in  full  swing,  end  will 
continue  the  rest  of  this  month. 

Closing  dates  very  in  different  parts  of  the  country.     However,  for 
the  major  wheat  producing  States  applications  must  be  made  before  the- 
fi.rst  of  _  September .     In  a  few  States  applications  can  be  made  up  to  the 
middle  of  September,  and  in  still  r  few' other  states  as  late  as  the  end  of 
September. 

State  PMA  offices,  or  county  Agricultural  Conservation  Offices  can 
give  you  local  closing  dates,  and  other  facts. 

TAXES  UP  LESS  THAN  LAND  VALUES 

Farm  real  estate  taxes  per  a  ere  for  the  nation  as  a  whole  spurted 

upward  10$  in  '45  the  biggest  year-to-year  change  in  more  than  10  years. 

But  taxes  per  $100  of  real  estate  va lue  dropped  slightly  in  '45,  mainly 
because  of  rising  land  values. 

See  graphic  story  of  trend  on  first  page  of  enclosure  and  figures 

by  States  on  third  page. 

NO  FAT  "NO  SOAP" 

The  fat-salvage  people  report  that  their  collections  have  been  dropping 

off  in  recent  weeks  and  remind  us  that  there's  a  need  for  all-out  effort 

on  salvage  for  many  months  ahead.  - 

During  the  early  part  of  '46,  collections  held  up  pretty  well.  Nearly 
80  million  pounds  of  waste  fats  were  collected  the  first  6  months  of.  this 
year  compared  with  about  87  million  pounds  the  first  half  of  '45.     But  with 
increasingly  tight  food  fats  supply,  and  greater  emphasis  on  re-use  of 
fats  in  the  home,  collections  have  declined.     The  salvage  people "point  out 

that  re-use  is  important  but  that  there  is  still  a  big  need  for  fats  when 

they  can  po  longer  be  used  for  food  preparation.     Otherwise,  it's  "no  soap." 

REGIONAL  TRENDS  IN  POTASH  USE 

Restricted  supplies  of  potash  and  allocations  by  industry  of  available 

supplies  to  various  sections---f ocus      attention  on  trends  in  potash  use  in 
recent  years.    USDA  furnishes  the  following  figures  on  use  in  1 944 t— with 

average  use  for  1935-39  taken  as  100$j 

•  _  — - -  \ .      -  ,  •  . 

New  England  153.8$      South  Central  179.8$    U.S.  Total ...  175.  5% 

Middle  Atlantic  148.7$      North  Central..  270.6$ 

South  Atlantic  156.2$.    Western  154.9$ 


EAE  SITUATION  REPORT  ERIEFS 


National  Food  Situation  (July-August) 

Rest  of  '46,  seasonal  increases  will  result  in  slightly- more  food 
than  available  so  far  this  yesr.o     Compared  with  a  year  earlier,  may  he 
somewhat  less  of  some  foods,  including  chicken  and  sweetpotat oes . . .but 
. more ■ potatoes ,  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 


Prospects  for  major  foods: 

Meet  More  for  civilians  than  a  year  ago  until  late  fall.     Livestock  held 

back  in  late  May  and  June  now  veing  marketed.     Ey  October,  however, 

lower  production  of  beef  and  lamb  than  in  '45  and  possible  larger 

exports — -will  bring  civilian  supplies  below  near  record- level  of 
.  Is st  winter. 

Eggs  Supplies  relatively  large  next  5  or  6  months. 

Poultry  Less""chicken  than  l?st  fall  and  winter .about  as  much  turkey 

for  civilians  per  capita  as  for  '45  holiday  season. 

Milk-  Per. capita; supplies  in  all  forms  will  be  sessonably  smaller  rest  ,• 

of  •! 46.  \  Tf '  price  controls  and  subsidies  not  reinstated,  higher 
prices  for  fluid  milk  would  cut  fluid  milk  use,  and  increase 
output  of  manufactured  products.  .     m  \:  -'• 

Food  Fats  Little  prospect  for  much  more  for  civilians  in  coming  months. 

Butter  declining  seasonally. .' .  a'ft&'li'e&vy-Taf  d;  exports' ,  scheduled.  • 

Fruits  and 

Vegetables  Good  outlook  for  fresh  rest  of  season.     Continued  large. 

supplies  of  canned  vegetable  s ...  and  more  Canned-  fruit  ■■' 
than  year  earlier.     Potatoes  will  continue .plentiful. . .but 
SY/eetpotatoes  short  at  June  ceiling  prices.;;  Probably  more 
dry  beans  and  pee  s  for  civilians  than  in  '45.   (Released " 8/11/46 ) 

Wheat  Situation  (June-July) 

Gist  of  this  report  is  that  the  national  wheat  situation  is  greatly 
improved.     The  outlook  for  a  new  record  crop  is  the  rea son--present  estimate 
is  for  1,132  million  bushels;  carryover,  101  million  bushels.    Wheat  dis- 
appearance in  1945-46  was  the  largest  in  history;  wheat  feed  use  the 
second' largest.     In  1943-44,  it  was  much  larger--the  record..  Wheat  food  ; 
use  for  1945**46  moderately  below  a  year  earlier;  domestic  food  use  will 
rise  as  new  crop  comes  in.     (Released  8/2/46) 

Farm  Income  Situation  (June )  7  ",'  ■ ' '  ""«'. 

Farmers'   cash  receipts  for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year  were  about  3 
percent  below  first  half  of  1945.    A  little  less  than  expected;  probably  due 
to  farmers  not  selling  livestock  in  June.     In  1945  Agriculture  accounted  for 
a  tenth  of  the  national  farm  income.     Gross  farm  income  was  up  691  million 
dollars  over  1944,  but  production  costs  went  up  437  million.   (Released  8/3/46) 
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USPA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

U.S.   '46-47  Fertilizer  Production  Expected  to  be  Near  Peak  War  Level-rrqr-  , 
grea ter . . .with  at  least  as  much  for  home  use  as  '45-46.    World  requirements 
of  nitrogen  25$  short  of  need... 16$  short  for  phosphate  rock  and  32%  short 
for  soluble  phosphates.     If  German  exports  of  potash  reach  prewar  levels, 
world  may  have,  about  as  much  potash  as  needs.  (s/5/46) 

'  t 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  Week  Ended  August  3  341  Million  Lbs. —  J 
11%  below  preceding  week,  and  28%  above  cores  ponding  week  last  year.  , 
Cattle:  6%  below  week  earlier  and  26$  above  year  ago.     Sheep  and  lambs* 
8$  bel»w  week  earlier  but  31$  above  year  ago.    Hogs*  17$. below  week,  earlier, 
but  49$  above  year  ago.  (8/6/46) 

r 

CCC  Appraised  and  Bought  More  Than  87  Million  Lbs.  Shorn  Wool  of  '46  Clip  

Thru  June  30. . . compared  with  99  million  of  '45  clip  up  to  June  30  '45... 
30  million  lbs.  of  '46  purchase  from  Texas,  6  million  from  California, 
4  million  from  Missouri.  (8/7/46) 

USPA  Held  About  435  Million  Pounds  of  Wool  for  Disposal  May  31_  As  result 

of  lower  prices  effective  in  'February,  about  138  million  pounds  of  CCC-owned 
wool  sold  thru  June  30.  ( 8/6/46) 

USPA  Announces  August  Allocations  of  Grain  Quotas  to  Distillers  of  beverage 

spirits  on  basis  of  mashing  capacity  of  company  for  3-day  period  for  all  its 
plants,  measured  by  daily  average  for  highest  _5  consecutive  calendar  days 
since  January  1,   '45.  (8/6/46) 

USPA  Continues  Purchase  of  Export  Wheat  Offered  on  Ba sis  of  Ceiling  Prices  

in  effect  June  3b ,   * 46  at  basic  terminal  markets. . .ranging  from  about  $1.85 
to  |li95  at  various  terminals.  ( 6/6/46) 

Internatl.  Emerg,  Food  Council  Announces  July-Pec.  Rice  Allocations  with 

only  about  50%  of  requirements  for  basic  subsistence  in  rice-eating 
countries  for  which  allocations  recommended.     Subsistence  diet  in  China 
and  India  alone  would  require  imports  greater  than  tot^l  allocations 
available  for  all  claimants.  (8/5/46) 

Continued  Shortage  of  Protein  Meal  for  Feed  Requires  Continued  Restriction---' 
on  use  of  edible  oilseed  meals  for  fertilizer""   ( 8/5/46] 

FEC  Urges  Harvest  Festivals  to  Climax  '46  Garden  and  Food  Preservation..   .  . 

~W27W)  ~~ 

Farmers  Buying  Farms  With  FSA  Loans  59$  Ahead  of  Schedule  in  Repayments  

as  program  enters  10th  year.  (8/2/46*) 

U.S.  Lamb  Crop  in  _H6  7$  Smaller  Than  '45. .  .14$  Below  '35-44-  Average  

and  smallest  since  1927c  (8/2/46) 

Enclosures 

FAO  World  Food  Supply 
FAO  Food  Plans 

Farm  Real  Estate  Taxes  in  1945 
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MORF  GOALS  NEXT  WEEK 

We're  looking  for  announcements  about  the  middle  of  next  week  on 
recommended  production  goals  for  '47.     They're  expected  to  be: 

Sugar  Cane  and  Beets.    Another  year  of  maximum  production.    For  beets, 
about  14$  above  for  cane,  9$  above--- '46  indicated  acreage. 

Winter  Flaxseed.     Coals  for  Ariz.,  Calif.,  Texas  total  126$  of  '46 
indicated  planted  acreage. 

Winter  Cover  Crop  Seeds.    Large  expansion  of :  Austrian  winter  peas, 
crimson  clover,  hairy  vetch... and  some  reduction  in  common  and 
Willamette  vetch  and  common  rye  grass. 

Dry  Edible  Peas.    About. 96$  of  indicated  '46  acreage. 

Rye.    Suggested  goal  36$. greater  than  indicated  *46  harvested  acreage 
but  only  66$  of  '37-41  acreage. 

Poultry.    Hens  and  pullets  on  farms  January  1,   '47,  93$  of  January  1,  r46. 
Will  not  require  change  from  number  expected. 

U.S.  DELEGATES -TO  COPENHAGEN  ANNOUNCED 


U.S.  delegation  to  FAO  conference  at  Copenhagen  Sept.  2T14  includes: 
USDA  Undersecretary  Dodd  as  head.     (Continued  P.  6) 


STATES  MEET  '47  NATIONAL  WHEAT  GOAL 


This  week,  USDA  announced  that  State  wheat  goals  for  '47  equalled  

even  slightly  exceeded  the  national  goal  announced  back  in  June.  The 

State  goals  add  up  to  71,720,000  acres,  or  nearly  as  large  as  the  *46 
planted  acreage.    Yields  of  the  past  few  years  would  produce  the  fourth 
billion-bushel  crop  in  a  row. 

You'll  note  from  the  table  on  the  back  of  USDA's  August  14  release 
that  the  goals  for  the  Western  States  total  35.4  million  acres  against  this 

year's  38.1  a  drop  of  more  than  1-g-  million.    You'll  note  sizeable  cuts  in 

the  big  wheat  states  North  Dakota  and  Kansas.     Inasmuch  as  these  States 

have  been  cropping  their  land  too  hard — -without  enough  summer  fallow  

this  reduction  is  considered  good. 

A  good  share  of  the  reduction  in  some  Western  States  is  offset  by  an 
increase  of  about  a  million  acres  in  the  Corn  Belt.    Even  with  this  increase, 
tho  Corn  Belt  is  still  not  back  to  pre-war  wheat  acreage. 

Another  billion-bushel  crop  in  '47  might  permit  exports  of  more  than 
the  250  million  bushels  tentatively  planned,    as  well  as  help  build  up 
the  carryover  from  current  low  level. 

"ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST  HOPES  OF  MANKIND"  

Some  of  the  U.S.  delegation  already  have  left  others  are  about  to 

leave  for  the  Sept.  2-14  meeting  in  Copenhagen  of  what  Secretary 

Anderson  "believes"  to  be   

"...one  of  the  greatest  hopes  of  mankind  for  peace  and  plenty 
in  the  future . " 

The  Secretary  spoke  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FA0), 
which  he  said,  "is  the  first  tangible,  operating  agency  the  nations  of  the 
world  ever  have  set  up  to  attack  the  problem  of  hunger  at  its  roots... to 
help  nations  of  the  world  to  expand  both  tho  supply  and  effective  demand 
for  food  so  that  the  earth's  2  billion. . .may  have  a  better  living." 

The  enclosed  Fact  Sheet  outlines  what  FA0  is,  its  objectives,  and 
something  of  plans  for  the  Sept.  2-14  meeting.     It  may  be  helpful  to  you 
as  a  reference  when  reports  start  coming  back  from  Copenhagen. 

WHEAT  COUNCIL  MEETS  MONDAY 

On  Monday  (the  19th),  the  International  Wheat  Council  will  meet  here 
in  Washington.     Steps  toward  a  world  wheat  agreement  started  in  Geneva  back 
about  1930.    An  agreement  in  1933  for  production  and  export  control  broke 
down.    Meanwhile,  a  committee  continued  to  study  the  world  wheat  problem... 
and  in  1939,  a  committee  of  20  some  countries  began  work  on  an  agreement  but 
were  interrupted  by  the  war.     In  '41,  5  countries — U.S.,  U.K.,  Canada, 
Australia,  Argentina — signed  an  agreement  to  deal  with  surpluses  that  proved 
short-lived.    Last  month,  this  council  of  5  nations  was  expanded  to  include 
8  other  countries:     Belgium,  Brazil,  China,  France,  Denmark,  India,  Italy, 
the  Netherlands.    On  Monday  the  council  will  consider  steps  to  deal  with 
matters  such  as  prices,  relief,  production,  quotas  under  various  conditions. 
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FARM  LAND  PRICES  STILL  CLIMB 

Farm  real  estate  prices  climbed  another  4$  during  March- April-May- June. 

And  on  July  1  when  BAE  got  in  the  information  in  its  farm  real  estate 

report  issued  this  week  prices  were  still  strong. 

This  further  4$  increase  brings  the  U.S.  index  to  147  (with 
1918-14  s  100). ..a  rise  of  13$  since  July  '45... 77$  above  the  '35-39 
average ...  only  14$  below  the  1920  inflationary  peak. 


VET  RE -TRAINING  BROADCAST  TIPS 

By  way  of  follow-up  to  the  vet  re-training  piece  in  our  July  12  RFD 
Letter  (p.  4),  we  might  suggest  that  the  county  advisory  committees  being 
set  up  to  keep  the  training  program  on  a  sound  basis  should  offer  you 
interesting  program  possibilities.    They  could  tell  something  about  vet 
re-training  in  your  locality. . .give  useful  background  to  present  and  prospective 
employers  and  vet  trainees.    The  committees  include  representatives  of  various 
agricultural  agencies  such  as  Extension,  FSA,  SCS,  ACP,  as  well  as  laymen. 
The  county  agricultural  agent  is  a  good  point  of  contact. 

Veterans  Administration  expects  to  be  out  soon  with  interpretation  of 
the  farm  angles  of  the  amendment  to  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  designed  to  prevent 
abuses  in  the  vet  re-training  program.    The  regional  offices  of  VA  and  the 
Vo-Ag  men  in  the  State  vocational  education  offices  can  tell  the  story. 


GET  CORN  STORAGE  READY  NOW 

It's  going  to  take  some  getting  ready  and  starting  right  now  to 

store  that  whopper  corn  crop  coming  up.    With  prospects  of  close  to  a  half 
billion  bushels  more  corn  than  ever  before,  farmers  will  need  some  new 
storage,  as  well  as  extensive  repairs  to  existing  storage.    As  you  well 

know,  it's  hard  to  get  building  materials  and  it  takes  time.    So  farmers 

should  start  now  on  storage  plans. 


BACK  FROM  THE  WARS 

By  August  1,  more  persons  were  employed  on  farms  than  on  that  date  for 
any  other  -year  since  1942.    The  total  was  11,044,000. 

BAE  reports  about  the  same  number  of  family  workers  on  August  1  as  in 
1940  before  many  xvorkers  left  the  farm  for  industry  and  military  service. 
But  there  were  still  about  10$  fewer  hired  workers  than  during  1940-42. 

Even  though  there  are  fewer  hired  workers  than  1940-44,  USEA  has  had 
relatively  few  complaints  of  labor  shortage.    Farmers  have  spread  some 
typos  of  \vork  over  longer  periods  than  usual  and  have  used  workers  more 
efficiently. 
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PUSH  CONSERVATION  AFTER  HARVEST 

After  the  crops  arc  in,  the  push  will  be  on  to  get  farmers  to  do  as 
much  as  they  can  to  complete  the  soil-conservation  ?/ork  provided  for  in  their 
1946  farm  plans.     If  it's  too  late  in  the  season  to  carry  out  certain 
practices,  USDA  conservation  officials  urge  farmers  to  talk  to  the  County 
Agricultural  Conservation  Committee.     The  County  Committees  may  approve 
substitute  fall  practices. 

If  some  farmers  still  are  unable  to  complete  all  their  practices, 
officials  ask  them  to  notify  their  county  committee  so  that  the  funds 
allotted  to  their  farm  can  be  transferred  to  some  other  farmer  in  the 
county  who  wants  to  do  more  conservation  work  than  provided  for  in  his 
farm  plan. 

With  the  heavy  drain  that  this  year's  big  crops  placed  on  the  coil — 

and  big  production  scheduled  for  next  year  full  use  of  conservation 

practices  is  necessary  to  keep  up  yields. 

You  may  want  to  get  the  story  from  the  county  committees  of  the  need  

and  plans  for  conservation  practices  in  your  locality.    Also,  the  story 

of  what  individual  farmers  plan  to  do  this  fall. 

REACH  FOR  ANOTHER  SPUD 

The  potato  situation  is  shaping  up  such  that  it's  necessary  to 

intensify  the  call  to  folks  to  reach  for  more  spuds  instead  of  less 

plentiful  foods. 

Back  of  the  push  getting  underway  this  week  to  eat  more  potatoes  are: 
an  intermediate  potato  crop  coming  along,  with  still  some  of  the  early 
crop  potatoes  on  hand... a  bigger  crop  of  late  potatoes  than  expected... 
diminishing  commercial  outlets  as  result  of  starch  plants  shutting  down 
for  repairs  and  house  cleaning  in  preparation  for  fall  potatoes. . .and 
permission  for  distillers  to  use  more  grain  ;  as  a  result,  they  may  use 
fewer  potatoes. 


4-H,ER'S  DONATE  FOR  FAMINE  RELIEF 

Relief 

The  4-H  section  of  Youth  United  for  Famine/has  come  through  as  the 
first  of  the  various  youth  groups  in  the  organization  to  make  a  cash 
contribution  for  famine  relief. 

On  August  15,  Guy  L.  Noble,  of  the  National  Committee  on  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  Work,  presented  a  check  for  $1,382.04  to  Paul  Stark  of  the 
President's  Famine  Emergency  Committee,  as  the  4-H  contribution. 
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BAB  SITUATION  REFORTS  3REFS- 

Market ing  and  Transportat ion  Situation 


Citrus  industry  faces  important  adjustments  in  marketing  in  next  few 

>  years.    Citrus  production  is  much  larger  than  pre-war .. .further  substantial 
increases  expected,  especially  in  Florida  and  Texas  oranges  and  Florida 
grapefruit.    Also,  other  fruits  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  are  resuming 

>  normal  peacetime  competition  with  citrus  fruits.    At  the  same  time,  drastic 
reduction  in  military  buying  of  processed  citrus  fruits  that  took  much  of 
processed  output  during  war. 

Historic  supply-price  relationships  indicate  eventual  downward  trend 
in  prices  to  growers.    Necessary  for  growers  to  continue  to  put  large  pro- 
portion of  fruit  into  processing  and  to  find  new  products  and  byproducts  

to  avoid  surpluses  that  plagued  growers  before  World  Y/ar  II. 

Report  devotes  about  15  pages  to  discussion  of  citrus  problem. 

Farmer ' s  share  of  consumer f  s  dollar  spent  for  farm  food  products  in 

June  remained  at  530  same  as  May.    This  slightly  lower  than  share  of  54c7 

in  June  '45  and  3-|$  lower  than  record  of  55^ . 

Retail  cost  of  market  basket  of  farm  food  products  increased  1.5$  from 
May  "through  June — -and  farm  value  of  equivalent  amount  of  produce  increased 
nearly  2.5$. 

Tobacco  Situation  (August ) 

Cigarette  production  first  6  months  of  f46  was  172  billion.     If  continues 
at  that  rate  through  year,  will  set  new  record.     Tax -paid  withdrawals  of 

cigars  first  6  months  about  2.9  billion  or  .43  billion  more  than  first  half 

of  f45.    Smoking  tobacco  output  reached  low  of  8,4  million  pounds  a  month 
during  "Wartime  peak  employment .. .rose  to  about  15  million  in  '45... fell 
sharply  \vhen  ample  cigarettes  became  available.    Production  and  use  of  chewing 
tobacco  and  snuff  has  continued  to  drop  with  reduced  employment  in  plants 
where  smoking  not  permitted  during  war. 

Strong  export  market  helping  maintain  favorable  prices  to  growers. 

BIG-  APPLE  CROP  IN  PROSPECT 

BAE  reports  prospects  of  a  commercial  apple  crop  of  111,728,000  bushels  

64$  above  last  year's  record  small  crop... 8$  below  '35-44  average. 

JULY  CHICK  HATCHINGS  LOW 

During  July,  commercial  hatcheries  turned  out  71$  fewer  chicks  than 
July  '45... 41$  fewer  than  '40-44  July  average.    First  7  months  of  '46, 
hatchings  ran  1,053,673,000  compared  with  1,374,240,000  same  months  of  last 
year  or  drop  of  23$.    Hatcherymen' s  comments  indicate  a  little  improve- 
ment in  demand  for  broiler  chicks,  but  comparatively  light  hatches  in 
prospect  for  several  months. 
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USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

General  MacArthur  Urges  Large -Scale  Food  Production  and  Conservation  to 

fight  curse  of  famine .. .emphasizes  role  of  youth  in  food  relief.  (8/14/46) 

Restrictions  on  Corn  Inventories  Lifted  to  Let  Trade  Buy  Season T s  Requirements- 
regardless  of  inventories. . .to  aid  in  orderly  marketing  of  new  crop.  But 
restrictions  continue  on  use  of  corn  or  other  grains  for  food  and  feed 
manufacture.  (8/15/46) 

Import  Controls  Taken  Off  27  Qjffimiodities  with  poultry,  poultry  products, 

dried  fruits,  canned  crabmeat,  animal  tankage,  and  fish  meal- main  items 
affected.  (8/15/46) 

International  Emergency  Food  Council  Adds  5_  Countries ,  Making  Total  of  24  

New  members  are:  Czechoslovakia,  Finland,  Italy,  Republic  of  Philippines, 
Switzerland.    Other  applications  being  considered.  (8/10/46) 

26  States  Have  Signed  Agreements  to  Obtain  Federal  School  Lunch  Funds  

provided  under  new  National  School  Lunch  Act".   ( 8/14/46) 

USDA  to  Buy  II  Million  Lbs.  More  Dried  Eggs  for  UK  making  total  of 

97,600,000  lbs.  bought  (largely  for  British)  since  February.  (8/13/46) 

New  Canada-U.S.  Apple  Marketing  Agreement  Provides  for  Export  from  Canada  

to  U.S.  of  1  million  bu.  packed  apples... 2  million  bu.  processing  apples... 
with  additional  250  thousand  bu.  for  either  fresh  market  or  processing  at 
option  of  Canadian  industry.  (8/12/46) 

Philippines  Agree  to  Sell  Ent ire  Exp or tab le  Surplus  of  Copra  and  Coconut  Oil  

to  CCC  for  1  year  starting  July  1,   T46.     Shipments  of  copra  and  coconut  oil 

in  terms  of  copra  have  risen  steadily  since  January  reaching  high  of  about 

60,000  tons  in  July... or  nearly  prewar  tonnage.  (8/13/46) 

USDA  Announces  '46  American-Egyptian  Cotton  Loan  Program  with  loan  rate  for 

basic  quality  (No.  2,  l-g-")  of  49.45^  lb.,  in  Ariz. --Calif .  area... and  49.70c' 
in  New  Mex.-West  Texas  area.  (8/15/46) 

Pickers  Needed  for  20-Million-Bu.  Apple  Crop  in  Appalachian  Area  of 

Va.,  W.Va.,  Pa.,  and  Md.    Picking  starts  Sept.  1.  ( 8/15/46) 

No  Corn  Yet  Immune  to  European  Corn  Borer,  But  Some  More  Resistant  Than  Others-- 
As  class,  hybrids  suffer  less  damage  than  open-pollinated  varieties.  ( 8/ 18/ 46 ) 

(U.S.  Delegates  to  Copenhagen — Continued  from  P.  1) 

Other  USDA  members  include  following  bureau  chiefs:     L.  A.  Wheeler  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,  W.  V.  Lambert  of  Research  Administration,  Hazel 
Stiebeiingof  Home  Economics  and  Human  Nutrition,  Lyle  Watts  of  Forest  Service, 
Oris  Wells  of  BAE,  Keith  Himebaugh  of  Information.    Also  Joseph  Bockcr  and 
Duncan  Wall  of  FAR... Farm  organization  delegates  include  Ogg  of  Farm  Bureau, 
Goss  of  Grange,  Davis  of  Co-op  Council,  and  Smith  of  Farmers'  Union... Con- 
gressional delegates  are:     Senators  Thomas  of  Oklahoma  and  Willis  of  Indiana, 
and  Representatives  Hope  of  Kansas  and  Flannagan  of  Virginia,  ; 
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GRAM  EXPORT  GOAL  RAISED 

As  we  go  to  press,  USDA  announces  an  increase  in  the  goal  for  U.S.  grain 
exports  in  '46-47  fron  250  million  bu.  of  wheat  and  flour  alone  to  a  probable 
total  of  400  million  bu.  of  all  grains  and  grain  products. 

At  the  sane  tine,  it  announced  partial  removal  of  Imitations  on 
donestic  use  of  grains: 

1.    Amount  of  corn  and  grains  sorghums  used  monthly  by  wet  and  dry  pro- 
cessors and.  food  manufacturers,  and  grain  used  monthly  by  feed  manufacturers, 
increased.  5$  of  base-period,  effective  Sept.  I. 

2#    8C$  extraction  of  wheat  flour,  instead  of  normal  72$,  ended  Sept. .1. 

3.  Limitation  on  anount  flour  produced  for  donestic  distribution  and 
restrictions  on  use  of  wheat  for  other  food  and  non.-food  use  Continued.  Use 
of  milling-quality  wheat  by  feed  mixers  further  restricted. 

4.  For  3  months  starting  Sept.  1  brewers  permit ed  to  use  grain  and  grain 
products  up  to  Bbfo  of  base  period,  compared  with  7Gfo  now  permitted.  Appro- 
priate adjustment  in  malt  export  limitation  will  be  hade.    Eurther  limitations 
put  on  use  of  rice  by  breweries,  and  use  of  wheat  and  wheat  products  is  still 
prohibited. 

5.  .  Distilled  spirits  producers  peinitted  to  use  grain  (other. than, 
wheat  and  wheat  products)  at  about  3  million  bu.  for  Sept.:  compared  with 
present  2  1/2  million  a  month.     Increases  will  go  to  companies  whose  plants 
historically  have  been  the  principal  producers  of  distilled  spirits. 


USDA  ANNOUNCES  '47  GOALS 


Today  (the  23rd),  USDA  announced  1947  recommended  goals  on  three 

commodities : 

Hens  and  Pullets.     The  goal  for  January  1,   f47  is  435  million. . .or  nearly 
93%  of  the  number  on  farms  January  1,   '46... and  115%  of  the  average  number 
for  the  same  date  '37-41.     The  hen  and  pullet  goal  is  about  the  number  of 
birds  that  will  be  on  hand  next  January  1,  if  producers  continue  flock 
management  on  the  present  basis. 

Sugar  Beets  and  Cane.     The  goal  of  1,057,000  acres  for  beets  is  slightly 
above  the  previous  record  planting  of  1,048,000  in  '42... and  22%  above  Ajig. 
estimate  for  f46  crop.    The  sugarcane  goal  of  327,000  acres  compares  with 
the  August  crop  report  of  299,000  acres  to  be  harvested  from  this  year's 
crop . 

Dry  Edible  Peas .    The  dry  edible  smooth  pea  goal. is  390,000  acres... In 
addition,  it  is  expected  that  90,000  acres  of  wrinkled  peas  will  be  planted 
for  seed.    The  total  of  480,000  acres  is  a  reduction  of  108,000  acres  from 
the  588,000  acre  goal  for  '46.     Support  prices  for  the  '47  crop  of  smooth 
peas  will  be  'on  the  basis  of  90%  of  comparable  price  of  thresher-run  peas 
as  of  July  I,   '47,    On  the  basis  of  the  July  . 15,   '46  parity  index,  this 
would  reflect  an  average  price  to  producers  of  about  $3.80  a  hundred  of 
thresher-run  peas  which  after  normal  cleaning  xvould  grade  U.S.  No.  1. 


PRICE  CONTROL  REVIEW 

We'll  give  you  a  brief  resume  of  the  status  of  price  control.' 

Of  the  commodities  that  the  Price  Decontrol  Board  ordered  to  be  put 
back  under  control,  here  are  the  effective  dates  of  ceilings: 

Livestock  and  Meat  Grains  and  Feeds  Fats  and  Oils 


Sept.  3  Tank  oils  Aug.  23 

Sept.  3  Consumer  prod  Aug.  30 

Aug.  26  Non-manufacturing 

dist.  end  prod. -.Sept.  4 
Sept.  3    Retailers  Sept.  9 

As  you  know,  dairy  products  and  most  grains  were  continued  free  from 
control.    But,  of  course,  the  Board  can  restore  controls  if  it  finds  price 
increases  are  unreasonable. 

Hearings  on  three  other  commodities  subject  to  Decontrol  Board  Action  

poultry,  eggs,  and  tobacco  have  not  been  set.., 

About  40%  of  all  foods  not  subject  to  Price  Decontrol  Board  action  are 

back  under  controls.     On  Sept.  1  and  the  first  of  each  month  after  that  

USDA  will  make  up  for  0PA  a  list  of  all  foods  in  short  supply.    No  ceiling 
can  stay  on  a  commodity  unless  USDA  certifies  to  be  in  short  supply. 


Producers  .Aug.  29  Soybeans  

Slaughterers  Sept.  1  Flaxseed  

Non-slaught.  Mixed  feeds... 

wholesalers  Sept.  5 

Retailers  Sept.  9  By-prod,  feeds 
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ENOUGH  FARIIS  FOR  VETS? 

In  recent  weeks,  we've  tcld  you  something  of  the  Veterans'  Administrat ion 
program  to  re -train  vets  for  agriculture  under  the  GT  Bill  of  Rights. 

There  has  been  considerable  discussion  of  whether  there  arc  enough 
fains  for  all  those  who  nay  desire  such  training.  YJe  give  you  for  your 
information  VA's  point  of  view: 

"The  best  estimates  available  indicate  that  1,000,000  of  (the 
1,650,000  who  came  from  farms)  have  or  will  return  to  the  farms  and  that  90$ 
or  900,000  expect  to  be  farm  operators.     Immediately,  not  all  of  these 
veterans  will  be  able  to  find  available  farms  on  which  they  will  be  able  to 
make  a  satisfactory  living... so  many  of  them  will  find  temporary  employment 
as  farm  laborers,  setting  as  an  eventual  goal  that  of  being  a  farm  operator. 

"The  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that  we  nay  expect  160,000 
farm  vacancies  per  year  for  the  next  five  years  frcn  nomal  causes  such 
as  deaths  and  retirenents . . . it  is  apparent  that  a  majority  of  our  million 
veterans  who  desire  to  be  farm  operators  are  going  to  realize  their  ambitions." 

ANDERSON  ON  FAMINE  RELIEF 

This  week,  Secretary  Anderson  observed  that  "the  world  is  till  short 
of  food."    Noting  that  the  U.S.  is  still  sharing  food  with  nations  that 
need  it,  he  reported  that: 

"Our  target  of  grain  exports  for  September  totals  1,057,000  long  tons. 
This  is  larger  than  the  August  export  program  and  it's  115,000  tons  greater 
than  our  actual  exports  in  July."  Looking  further  ahead,  the  Secretary  said 
that  "cur  domestic  supply  of  grain  will  apparently  enable  us  to  export  250 
million  bushels  of  wheat  without  difficulty."  He  added  that,  while,  we  have 
no  commitment  for  any  specific  quantity  this  year,  we  will  be  in  a  position 
to  ship  more  wheat  if  the  short  countries  need  it. 

As  to  possible  future  needs,  the  Secretary  said,  "Unfortunately 
it  is  not  possible  at  this  moment  to  see  definitely  just  what  our 
job  will  be.    We  won't  - know  the  extent  of  the  world  food  shortage  for  the 
coning  winter  until  October,  at  least,  when  the  Northern  Hemisphere  crops 
are  in.    Meanwhile,  we  can  buy  foods  for  export  only  as  fast  as  the  needy 
countries  place  their  oders.    Seme  of  these  orders  have  doubtless  been  held 
up  because  of  the  uncertainly  about  prices  in  this  country." 

Meanwhile,  USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  reported  that  wheat 
stocks  in  the  4  main  exporting  countries  on  July  1  were  at  the  lowest  level 
since  '38  because  of  unprecedented  world  demand  for  breadgrains.  The 
total  for  U.S.,  Argentina,  Australia,  Canada  was  373  million  bushels,  or 
about  450  million  below  previous  year.    The  low  level  cf  wheat  stocks  will 
require  dependence  on  current  production  to  large  degree  for  supplies  during 
'46-47. 
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BAE  SITUATION  REPORT  BRlSES 

Eats  and  Oils  Situation  (As  of  Aug.  12) 


Prices  of  most  fats  and  oils  at  high,  levels  first  10  days  of  August. 
Index  number  of  wholesale  prices  of  8  domestic  fats  and  oils  at  238%  of 
•35-39  average... or  49%  higher  than  June  and  only  2%  under  postwar  peak 
in  November  ' 19 . 

Butter  and  lard  prices  near  '19  peak.    Butter  prices  in  early  August, 
about  25%  above  former  ceilings.    Lard  prices  led  the  swift  advance  during 
July  and  early  August,  reaching  310  lb.,  about  140%  above  June  30  ceiling 
of  13^,  Chicago.  .  Late  July,  inedible  tallow  and  greases  at  Chicago 
reached  peak,  45%  above  June  level.    Price  control  on  domestic  inedible 
fats  and  oils  restored  July  26  at  June  30  levels. 

No  material  increase  in  domestic  production  in  prospect  next  12  months. 
Production  already  partly  determined  by  '46  acreages  of  oilseed  crops  and 
size  of  fall  pig  crop. 

Dairy  Situation  (As  of  Aug.  9) 

Dairy  product-feed  price  relationships  became  very  unfavorable 
during  July  as  feed  prices  increased  sharply  and  unit  returns  remained 
almost  unchanged  compared  with  June.    Both  milk -feed  and  butterf at-f eed 
price  rations  below  average  for  first  time  since  '40... and  both  21% 
below  July  '45  (including  payments).    Continuation  of  these  unfavorable 

relationships  next  few  months  until  new  crop  corn  available  together 

with  advancing  values  of  dairy  animals  for  meat  would  accelerate  decline 

in  milk  cow  numbers.    Einal  effects  of  present  unfavorable  price  relation- 
ships may  not  show  up  until  early  '47.     On  June  1,  4%  fewer  cows  on  farms 

than  a  year  earlier  representing  a  somewhat  faster  decline  for  the  first 

half  of  '46  than  for  the  first  half  of  '45. 


Poultry  and  E^g  Situation  (As  of  Aug.  15) 

With  moderate  increases  in  prices  of  major  foods,  egg  prices  probably 
will  increase  seasonally .. .and  chicken  and  turkey  prices  remain  about  un- 
changed for  next  few  months  (through  November).    But  substantial  increase 
in  food  prices  probably  would  cause  more  than  seasonal  rise  in  egg  prices 
and  moderate  increases  in  chicken  and  turkey  prices. 

Prices  farmers  got  for  eggs  increased  seasonally  from  mid-June  to  mid- 
July,  but  did  not  match  11  point  increase  in  parity  index.  . 

Feed  prices  rose  faster  than  prices  of  poultry  products  In  June-July, 
and  all  poultry  product-feed  price  ratios  became  less  favorable.    But,  cn 
basis  of  August  1  indications,  prospective  feed  supplies  for  '46-4?  season 
appear  ample  and  may  be  more  favorably  prices  during  '47. 

Egg  production  for  fall  months  will  be  almost  as  large  as  during 
summer,  and  at  least  as  large  as  last  year. 
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.AMONG-  OURSELVES 

Radio  Coverage  of  Copenhagen  Conference- - '  ."  ■  • 

The  international  Feed  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FAQ),  .conference 

will  be  getting  underway  in  Copenhagen  September  2  with  pretty  definite 

prospects  of  winding  up  September  14. 

This  is  the  story  or.  radio,  coverage  so  far  as  v/e  know  it:. 

Bill  Drips,  of  NBC,  has  just  confirmed  plans  for  a  5-minute  pick-up 
for  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  September  7.    Keith  Kimebaugh,  USDA's 
Director  of  Information,  will  do-  a-  progress  report  on'  the  conference. 

Bob  White,  of  ABC  will. make  plans  for  American  Farmer  in  the  light  of 
developments  at  the  conference. 

WAX,  Yankton,  will  have  a  special  representative  at  the  Conference. 
FAO  is  planning  to  make  some  transcriptions  at  Copenhagen'  to  air-express 
back  to  about  a  dozen  or  15  radio  station. 

We're  trying  to  nail  down  definite  information  as  to  when  U.S. 
delegates  to  Copenhagen  will  be  back  as  a  basis  for  their  possible  use  in 
programs  reporting  on  the  conference. 

Inland  Empire  Info  Powwow 


The  public  and  private  information  folks  of  the  Inland  Empire  will 
have  a  hair-let ting-down  powwow  September  3-4  at  Hoed  River,  Oregon,  on 
how  to  improve  Federal  and  State  information  services.    They  plan  to  get 
down  to  cases  with  a  review  of  a  week's  batch  of  releases  from  various 
agencies.    RFD's,  as  well  as  press  and  farm  paper  people,  have  been  invited. 
.The  session  is  at  the  Columbia  C-orge  Hotel. 

AACE  Meeting  at  Auburn ,  Ala. 

Which  reminds  us  ..of  •  .the-  annual  AACE*  meeting  at  Auburn, .Ala. ,  " 
September  18,  19,  20.  - 

An  inquiry  prompted  by  Bill  Drips  brings  assurance  from  Les  Schlup, 
in  charge  cf  information  for  the  Federal  Extension  Service that  radio 
matters  will, be  well  represented  on  the  .program.  "  This  meeting  is  -a  good 
place  for  RFD's  to  get  acquainted,  with,  and  talk  with  agricultural  extension 
editors.- 


American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors. 
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USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS  . 

Aug .  15  Estimate  of  3,442 ,202 ,000  3u.  Corn  Crop. . .Decline  of  Only  55  Million- 
bu.  in  prospects  since  Aug.  l...with  prospects  still  for"  record-sized  crop. 
Prospective  yields  better  than  Aug.  1  in  111.,  and  Ky ... •unchanged  in  Ind. , 
la.,  Mo. ...lower  in  Ohio,  Mich.,  Wise,  Min. ,  S.D.  ,  Nebr.  ,  Kans.   ( 8/21/46) 

Sept .  Grain  Exports  Coal  Expanded  to  1,057,000  Long  Tons  including  598,000 

tons  of  wheat,  380,000  tons  of  flour  (wheat  equivalent),:  62,000  tons  of 
oats,  17,000  tons  grain  sorghums.    Compares  with  1,001,000  programmed  for 
Aug.... and  July  exports  of  942,000.  (8/17/46) 

International  Wheat  Council  Instructs  Preparatory  Committee  to  Discuss  

specific  proposal  on  range  of  prices  to  recommend  to  governments. . .and 
clarify  clauses  on  production,  export  quotas,  and  reserve  stocks  in 
proposed  international  wheat  agreement  submitted  to  governments  on  July  19, 
(8/20/46) 

Sept .  1. ,  Discontinue  Internatl.  Allocation* Re commendations  on  Dried  Fruit  

including  dates,  figs,  apples ,. apricots ,  raisins,  currants,  peaches,  pears, 
prunes.    Action  by  Internatl.  Emergency  Food  Council.  (8/19/46) 

IEFC  Recommends  T46  Allocation  of  Blackstrap  Molasses  with  368  million 

gallons  available  for  allocation  against  528  million  revised  stated  world 
requirements.    U.S.  originally  asked  402.  million  gallons. . .agreed  to 
revise  306  million... is  recommended  for  202  million.  (8/22/46) 

USDA  Announce s  Actions  to  Procure  Outstanding  May-June  Dairy  Set -Aside  

obligations. .. in  line  with  Aug.  2  announcement  that  manufacturers  are 
expected  to  complete  delivery  of  se-aside  obligations  at  prices  not  in 
excess  of  ceilings  in  effect  June  30.  (3/22/46) 

USDA  Announces  End  of  Frozen  Egg  Buying  Sept .  13  with  10  million  lbs. 

bought  since  June  3,   f46  under  program  calling  for  purchase  of  32  million 
lbs.    Buying  stopped  to  allow  British  to  plan  shipping  schedules  and 
distribution  program.   ( 8/22/46) 

Retail  Whole  Milk  Prices  in  25  Cities  Average  13.06^  Quart  in  Early  Aug.  

compared  with  revised  17.66c'  for  July.    Since  May,  retail  prices  in  these 
cities  have  increased  average  of  more  than  3^  quart,  part  of  which 
compensated  for  loss  of  subsidies.   ( 8/16/46) 

260,000  Consumers  Added  to  REA  Lines  in  Fiscal  Year  with  1,549,057  . 

consumers  on  REA-financed  lines  on  July  l...and  enough  funds  allocated  but 
not  advanced  at  that  time  for  nearly  600,000  additional  consumers.-  ( 8/19/46) 

Meat  Enforcement  Services  Shifted  from  PMA  Back  to  Bur.  Animal  Industry  

as  of  Oct.  1.  (3/21/46) 

Dr.  B.T.  Simms ,  Chief  of  Animal  Industry,  New  Pres.  of  American  Veterinary  

Medical  Association.  (8/22/46) 
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LIVESTOCK  UUILLUG  POLICY 

In  the  discussion  this  week  of  USDA's  recomnendat ion  to  OPA  on 
livestock  ceiling  prices,  there  are  two  angles  that  merit  some  further 
comment . 

One  is  the  fact  that  USDU's  recommendations  to  OPA  were  designed  to 
increase  supplies  of  meat.     In  the  Price  Control  Extension  Act  of  '46, 
Congress  directed  that  when  maximum  prices  are  impeding  necessary  production 
of  a  commodity  in  short  supply,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  recommend 
maximum  prices  necessary  to  attain  the  necessary  production,  of  a  particular 
commodity.    The  Decontrol  Board  decided  that  the  supply  of  meat  would 
continue  short  in  relation  to  demand  at  reasonable  prices.     So,  in  view  of 
Congressional  direction,  and  Board  findings,  the  Secretary  decided  that 
June  30  ceilings  would  not  obtain  the  necessary  production  of  meat.  Both 
the  cattle  and  hog  prices  represent  substantial  rollbacks  from  current 
prices . 

The  second  point  that  has  been  lost  sight  of  in  much  of  the  discussion 
(especially  that  slanted  to  consumers)  concerns  the  amounts  by  which  the 
recommended  prices  exceed  June  30  ceilings.    Most  of  the  increase  on  lambs 
was  to  make  up  for  the  removal  of  the  subsidy ...  some  of  the  increase  on 
cattle  was  for  the  same  purpose. . .while  the  increase  on  hogs  was  in  line 
with  adjustments  to  meet  parity  on  hogs. 


''STANDBY"'  FAMINE  PROGRAM 


Now  that  we're  in  the  midst  of  the  harvest  season,  the  famine  emergency 

program  has  entered  a  "standby"  phase  in  on3  respect  that  is,  as  to 

cutting  down  use  of  certain  foods  to  aid  exports.    But  the  Famine 
Emergency  Committee  emphasizes  that  world  food  problems  are  still  urgent... 
and  that  it  is  possible  that  they  may  again  become  acute  as  early  as 
December.    Fending  further  light  on  world  food  needs  during  the  coming  year, 
USDA  is  asking  that  local  famine  emergency  organizations  stand  ready  to 
swing  back  into  action  if  and  when  necessary. 

Meanwhile,  USDA  urges  continuation  of  emphasis  on  production  and 
preservation  of  food,  increased  use  of  abundant  foods,  re-use  of  edible 
fats  and  salvage  of  all  fats  no  longer  useable  for  food,  and  avoidance 
of  waste. 

GETTING  CORN  UNDER  COVER 

■••     With  .a  bumper  corn  crop  soon  to' be" 'picked ,  many  farmers  may  appreciate 
suggestions  on  how  to  build  temporary  'cribs  with  a  minimum  of  critical 
materials..  .  .They  can  use  rough  lumber  "or  odds  and  -ends  for  flooring. .  .poles 
from  the  woodlot . .  .old  lumber,  tin,. 'or  even 'corn  stalks  for  a  roof.  If 
necessary,  they  can  take  up  a  short  stretch  of  fencing  to  use  for  the  out- 
side of  a  temporary  corn  crib  this  winter,  and  put  it  back  next  summer. 

As  you  know ,  corn  must  be  cribbed  to  be  eligible  for  CCC  loans.  But 

CCC  reports  that  temporary  cribbing  will  do.     The  rule  is  that  the  corn  mast 

be  off  the  ground,  held  in  a  pile  small  enough  for  air  to  circulate,  and 
covered  with  a  roof. 

You  doubtless  can  pick  up  local  stories  of  farmers  who  have  made  plans 
to  build  make-shift  cribs  with  little  or  no  critical  materials. 

GARDEN  AGAIN  IN  '47 

While  we're  talking  about  a  standby  status  for  the  "eat  less"  phase  of 
the  famine  emergency  program,  it's  Well  to  emphasize  that  the  gardening 
program  will  continue  next  year  . 

The  advisory  gardening  committee  will  meet  here  in  Washington  possibly 
the  week  of  the  16th  or  23rd  of  September  to  plan  for  another  general 
gardening  conference  in  October  or  November.     This  conference  will  lay 
plans  for  the  long-range  gardening  program,  some  of  which  was  side-tracked 
this  season  by  the  food  emergency.    For  example,  there  probably  will  be 
more  emphasis  on  home  and  civic  improvement.    But  USDA  Das  indicated  prospect 
that  the  food  shortage  will  continue  into   '47.   The  need  for  farm  and  home 
gardens  will  be  considered  along  with  goals  for  major  commodities. 

REA  SEES  CO-OP  EXPANSION 

REA  Administrator  Claude  Wickard  told  the  Institute  of  Cooperation  at 
Purdue  today  that  within  the  next  two  years,  REA  estimates  that  the  number 

of  co-ops  will  increase  from  the  present  nearly  900  to  1,100  with  a  total 

membership  of  2,300,000. 
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farces  get  &hd  pay  higebh  prices  .~  ■         .  -.•  - 

In  the  monthly  "Agricultural  Prices"  report  issued  August  28,  BAE 
reports  that  during  the  month  .endec   August  15, .prices  farmers  receive 
rose  5  points  (or  2$)... and  prices  farmers  pay  also  rose  5  points  or  (2.5$). 
The  5-point  increase  in  prices  farmers  receive  represented  higher  prices 
for  hogs,  eggs,  dairy  products,  and  fruits. . .off setting  lower  prices  for 
grains,  chickens,  fruits.     Changes  from  July  15  to  Aug.  15  in  prices 
farmers  receive  included: 

Livestock  Index  of  livestock  and  livestock  products  increased  16 

points  to  263$  of  1909-14  average.  ...he w  all-time  high. 

Ho£s. .. Increased  $4.10  a  cwt.  to  $20.30  (biggest  increase  ever  recorded 
for  a  month) ...  to-  all-time  record  high. 

Beef  Cattle ... .rose  to  new"  record  high... but  veal  calves  declined. 

Dairy  Product s ...  Index  increased  12  points  from  mid- July  to  257$  of 

1909-14  average  for  Aug.  15.    Preliminary  Aug.  price  of  wholesale 
milk  at  $4.11  a  cwt.  is  13d  above  average  for  July. 

Sheep . . .wool ,  .chickens,  farm  butter .. .dropped  but  lambs  set  new  high. 

Crops. . .Dropped  7  points  below  month  earlier... to  233$  of  1909-14  average. 

Decreases  in  grains  offset  significant  increase  in  cotton. 

Cotton. .  .Average  to  farmers  on  Aug.  15  was  33.55c'. .  .or -2. 72c7  higher 
than  July  15... and  12.22c'  higher  than  year  earlier. 

Fruit . . . Index,  of  prices  to  growers  dropped  46  points  for  month  ended 
Aug.  15. .. sharpest,  drop  in  any  month  in  37  years  of  record.  On 
Aug.  15,  index  was  203$  of  Aug.  15' average  for  1909-14.  Apple 
prices  dropped  most. 

Feed  Grains ....  Index  dropped  25  points  from  record  high  of  280  month  earlier. 
On  Aug.  15,  stood  at  255$  of  1909-14  average.    Prices  farmers  received  for: 
Corn  dropped  16c' ..  .barley ,  10^... .oats,  11. 3d. 

Food  Grains.     Dropped  12  points  to  203$  cf  1909-14  average .. .but  still  36 
points  above  year  ago.    Prices  to  farmer  dropped  9d  on  wheat... 14  d  on  rye... 
9d  on  rice. 

Prices  farmers  pay  rose  another  5  points  in  the  month  ended  Aug.  15... 
to  214$  of  1910-14  average .. .another  new  high  in  the  37-year  record.  '  Farm 
Living  Costs. .. increases  main  cause  of  higher  index  of  prices  farmers  pay.  At 
221$  of  1910-14  average,  index  still  1  point  under  record  high  in  1920.  Chief 
contributors  to  increase  were  clothing,  food,  household  supplies,  furniture. 
Farm  Production  Costs .. .Advances  slowed  down 'materially  in  month  ended  Aug.  15 
.'••.with  continued  feed-price  increases  almost  entirely  responsible  for  rise. 
At  204$  of  1910-14  average,  index  of  prices  farmers  paid  for  feed :, .  machinery , 
etc.,  only  2  points  higher  than  mid- July  which  was  30  points  above  year 
earlier. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Changes  in  Farming  in  War  and  Peace 


Is  the  big  production  of  the  pre-war  and  war  years  here  to  stay? 

Broadly  speaking,  "Yes,"  answers  USDA's  BAE.     In  a  study  of  "Changes  in 
Farming  in  War  and  Peace,"  out  this  week,  BAS  says: 

"Aside  from  the  hazard  of  unfavorable  weather,  most  of  the  changes 
that  already  have  taken  place,  as  well  as  those  in  prospect  for  the 
years  ahead,  seem  to  point  irreversibly  in  the  direction  of  increased 
production. . .regardless  of  the  market  outlook,  there  is  no  road  back 
from  the  agricultural  revolution  that  has  been  experienced  during  the 
inter-war  period  and  World  War  II." 

BAE's  Assistant  Chief  Sherman  Johnson,  with  the  aid  of  staff  members, 
arrives  at  that  conclusion  after  analysis  of  "changes  now  under  way  and  from 
those  on  the  horizon": 

Mechanical  power  is  expected  to  continue  to  replace  animal  power  with 

Z\  to  3  million  tractors  on  farms  by  1950. 

Further  adaptation  of  machines  for  us©  with  mechanical  power  certain... 
with  specific  mention 'of  adaptation  of  haying  equipment  to  various 
regions. . .adopt ion  of  mechanical  cotton  pickers .. .progress  expected 
in  mechanizing  such  hand-labor  crops  as  sweetpotatoes,  and  even  tobacco 

Use  of  lime  and  commercial  fertilizer  will  increase  above  high  wartime 
levels... and  there  will  be  more  rapid  adoption  of  conservation 
practices. 

Further  progress  in  varietal  improvements;  e.g.,  Lincoln  soybeans  and 
Clinton  oats  now  being  introduced. .. suitable  corn  hybrids  will  be 
developed  for  South. . .effect  of  improved  sorghums  will  be  felt. 

More  efficient  livestock  production  coming,  e.g.,  through  more 
efficient  hogs. . .speeding  up  of  dairy  herd  improvement  through 
artificial  insemination. . .and  better  feeding  methods. - 

More  efficient  insect  and  disease  control. 

Having  reviewed  the  trends  toward  high  production,  the  BAS  economists 
cite  cotton,  wheat,  oil  crops,  potatoes,  and  eggs  as  potential  trouble  spots. 

This  particular  study  does  little  more  than  mention  alternatives  for 
dealing  with  problems  growing  out  of  big  production.     It  deals  not  with 
solutions,  but  with  establishing  what  is  happening  to  production,  what  is 
likely  to  happen. 

It  strikes  us  that  you  will  find  this  100-page  study  significant  that 

it  will  provide  the  background  against  which  you  may  plan  local  shows  for 
the  fall  and  winter  on  what  is  happening-.- -and  will  happen  in  your  -particular 
locality,  and  what  farmers  and  others  think  about  solutions-    We'll  be  glad 
to  send  you  a  copy. 
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MCSG-  ourselves. 

Radio  At  College .Editor ' s  Meet 

As  we  told  you  in  last  week's  letter,  the  American  Association  of 
Agricultural  College  Editors  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  Auburn,  Ala. 
September  18,19,20.    The  morning  of  Thursday  (the  19th)  is  devoted  to 

radio  -under  the  heading  ,rA  Nation-Wide  Hook-Up."  with  Bill  Zipf ,  -Ohio 

Extension  farm  radio  editor,  presiding.     The  ^program  includes: 

"REE  and  Extension  Join  Hands" — -Layne  Beaty,  WBAF,  Eort  Worth. 

"Keeping  Radio  on  the  Profit  Side  of  the  Ledger"  Charles  Price,  Jr.. 

Asst.  Editor  in  charge  of  radio,  Louisiana. 

"Radio  Techniques.- that  ^Pjry  Off"  Jimmie  Wilson,  Program  Director,  WAP  I , 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

"How  State  and  Eederal  Workers  Can  Aid  Each  Other  with  Radio  Broadcasts"- 
Ken  G-apen,  chief  of  Radio-  Service,  USDA. 

"Place  of  Television,  P.M.,  and  Facsimile  in  Educational  Radio"  

Clifford  J*  Burr;  Commissioner,  GCC. 

"We  All  Work  Together" — -  Ruth  Van  Denan,  head  of  Information  Division, 
Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  USDA.      (in  view  of 
Ruth1  s  long  service  on":National  Faxn  and  Home  Hour, 'it  seems  a  safe 
gamble  that  she'll  say  something  about  radio,  even  though  she  had 
not  committed  herself  up  to  the  time  she  left  on  her  vacation-) 

"Extension  Editor  and  Experiment  Station  Editors  Work  Hand  in  Hand"  

Gerald  Jenny,  Editor  and  Director  of  Univ.  Broadcasting,  W.  Ya, 
Univ. 

We  might  add  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the'  13th,  there  will  be  a  visit 
to  the  USDA  Regional  Earm  Tillage!  llachinery  Laboratory. «  .and  to  the 
Regional  Livestock  Laboratory, 

This  session  will  afford  a  good  opportunity  for  RED's  to  get  ac- 
quainted. .  ..and  to  exchange  views-. . ., with  agricultural  college  editors 
from  all  over  the  country. 

Capen  Back  on  Be ck 

Ken  Gapen,  new  chief  of  the  Radio  Service,   is  back  on  deck  this' 
morning  after  a  month's  absence  to  pick  up  his  family  and  furniture  in 
San  Francisco  and  bring  them  to  Washington. 

He  says  driving  a  pre— war  model  'cross  country  for  8  days  and  nights 
ain't  fun.     And  his  looks  this  morning  support  his  words. 
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USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

US DA  Announces  *47  Goals,   and  Price  Supports,  for  Winter  Cover  Crop  Seed  

'with  :iOan  of  4$  for  Austrian  winter  peas. .  .purchase  programs  of  12^  lb. 
for  hairy  vetch. ..and  11.5^  for  crimson  clover.  .   Goals^call  for  5^$  increase 
over  '46  in  Austrian  winter  peas.. .46$  increase  in  crimson  clover. •  •  and 
45$  in  hairy  vetch.     Decreases  of  9$  f°r  common  and  Willamette  vetch...  and 
11$  for  common  rye  grass.  (8/29/46) 

'47  Rye  Go al  of  2,425,000  acres  or  36$  More  Than  '46  Harvested  Acreage — - 

with'  loans  to  "be  offered  to  stimilate  production.--    Loan  rates  will  he 
comparable  to  rate  on  corn,  which  will  he  90$  °f  parity  at  beginning  of 
corn  marketing  year;  exact  rates  for  rye  to  be  announced  later.'  (g/28/46) 

Uncertified  Orchard  Grass  Seed  Added  to  * 46  Seed  hoan-Trogran  as  one  of 

list  of  seeds  on  which  non-recourse  loans  are  available  to  producers. 

Farmers  Raising  _9$  Fewer  Turkeys  than  hast  Year' s  Record  High  but  27$ 

more  than  .1938-42  averabe. 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  for  Week  Ended  Aug.  24  Totaled  

211  million  lbs. ..or  19$  below  preceding  week  and  25$  below  corresponding 
\  '  reductions  occurred  in  all  kinds  of  meat  animals.  .. 

j  s  in  Business  Volume  and  Membership  of  Farmers1   Co—ops  • 

season  over  previous  year... with  membership  of  4,505,000 
i  mcmaing  some  uupiication  where  one  farmer  belongs  to  more  than  one  co-op) 
and  total  co-op  business  of  $5, 6%, 000, 000.  (8/27/56) 

US DA-  Announces  Non-Recourse  Loans  on  Line  Flax  Fiber  From  1 46  Crop — —to 
co-op  and  private  mills.  (8/27/46) 

White-Fringed  Beetle  Discovered  in  Georgia  and  S. C.  in  addition  .to: 

infestations  discovered  in  Ala.,  Fla. ,  La.,  and  Miss.,  in  1  37  •  •  •  and-  N.  C. 
in  '42.     Insect  damages  large  range  of  f  ield,  garden,  horticultural 
plants.  (8/27/46) 

Argent  ine  Oil  Seed  Agreement  Re  ached  .by  Intern  ncil  

which  will  make  substantial  amounts  of  oils  ant  le  to 

claimant  countries  for  shipment  rest  of  '46.  ( 

Sugar  Allocations  for  Civilians  jn  Fourth  Quart  ^r  is  1,187,000  Ton-s  ■ 

bringing  total  for "calendar  year  to  5,400,000  or  about  72.3  lbs.  (refined) 

per  capita.     No  general  improvement  in  supply  situation  is  possible  until 
'47.     Caribbean  crows  begin  to  move  in  volume — -—about  6  months  from  now. 
(8/29/46) 
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